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 A Jersey Shore Woman 
You Should Know

 High school seniors have a lot 
on their minds, and their plates: time 
is short, nights are long, and dark 
under-eye circles are de rigueur. 
That said, there are always a few 
standouts who refuse to be slowed 
by obligation. Take Grace Farren, 
17, a senior at the Ranney School 
in Tinton Falls. Grace is an honors 
student and three-season athlete, 
most notably last year’s NJSIAA Prep 
B state champ in doubles’ tennis. 
She also serves as Vice President 
of Ranney’s Habitat for Humanity 
chapter, and an assistant to the CCD 
director at St. Mark’s parish in Sea 
Girt. Commendable by any measure. 
But Grace’s most telling contributions 
are as selfl ess as they are striking.  
 In the summer of 2008 ―just 
removed from freshman year― 
Grace began her own charitable 
organization, Grace’s Gift, which 
raises money for victims of domestic 
violence. Impressed by members of 
the Monmouth County branch of 180, 
Turning Lives Around, a foundation 
dedicated to that same cause, Grace 
knew immediately she had to follow 
suit: “I have been so fortunate to grow 
up in a very happy home. Once I 
became aware of the harsher realities 
of life, I felt compelled to get involved 
and make a difference. I decided that 
this would be the cause for which I 
raise awareness. I took $1000 of my 
eighth grade graduation money and 
designed a custom T-shirt. The logo on 
the front is in the shape of a heart, with 
printing inside that reads: I am loved, 
I am respected, I have a purpose, I am 
strong. “I sell the shirts and donate 
100% of the proceeds to 180, Turning 
Lives Around.”
 Not your average extracurricular 
activity. Then again, Grace is far from 
your average teenager. She shuns the 
spotlight; in fact Grace’s Gift exists 
solely to trumpet the accomplishments 

of 180, Turning Lives Around. To that 
end, Grace has addressed students at 
the Bay Head School to help raise 
awareness ―not an easy task, she 
notes, presenting to fourth graders on 
the topic of domestic violence.  She 
has also manned a table at Ranney 
School’s Community Service Fair, 
and sold T-shirts and spoken at events 
such as: the Sea Girt Craft Fair; the 
Bay Head School Ladies Night Out; 
Brielle Day; the Sea Girt 5K run/walk.
 This impressive resume in her 
rearview mirror, Grace is stepping up 
the outreach and impact of Grace’s Gift. 
She’s planning an upcoming benefi t 
concert/fundraiser, “Raise Your Voice 
for 180.” Slated for Sunday, October 
17th at the renowned Stone Pony venue 
in Asbury Park, “Raise Your Voice for 
180” will feature some of the brightest 
young musical talent from New Jersey 
and beyond. Grace has enlisted more 
than forty students from ten different 
local schools to help plan and execute 
her event. “I am so excited about this 
benefi t concert!” she exclaims. “It 
will raise thousands of dollars through 
both ticket sales and sponsors. I am 
so grateful to the volunteers, and I 
cannot begin to thank the Tor Miller 
Band, Matt Wade, Quincy Mumford 
Band, and Eric Reitz for agreeing to 
volunteer their time and their talents to 
make this event a success.” 
 From benefactor to 
businesswoman, Grace Farren has a lot 
to teach us all: “I have learned to value 
my family, because not everyone’s 
circumstances are the same.  I have 
learned how fulfi lling it is to give back 
to my community and help others in 
need. I have learned responsibility 
and the value of money, and the 
good things that can be done with it, 
by handling the fi nances of Grace’s 
Gift.  But ultimately, there was no 
greater reward than my fi rst visit with 
Cindy Westendorf and Amy Thomas 

of 180.  These two women defi ne 
selfl essness, and inspire me beyond 
words.” Well Grace, someday people 
will be speaking about you in those 
same terms. And that day is today. 

L to R: Brian Gearty, Karlee Bloomfi eld, 
Grace Farren, Quincy Mumford, Travis Lyon 
and Jeff Mann 

Editor’s Note:  For more information 
about the Raise Your Voice for 180 
concert, please email graces.gift@yahoo.
com or check the events on Facebook.  
For additional information about 180, 
Turning Lives Around visit 
www.180nj.org
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