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A dozen like-minded business-
women gathered to share infor-
mation, create an atmosphere 
of professional community 

and further strengthen their entrepreneurial 
interests. This group grew to become known 
as NAWBO—the strong and unifi ed voice 
representing the interests of more than 10 
million women-owned businesses across the 
country today
 To mark this signifi cant anniversary in 
2010, NAWBO is returning to our nation’s 
capital for the NAWBO Women’s Business 
Conference, June 9-11, 2010 in Washington 
D.C. this year presented in partnership with 
the Association of Women Business Centers 
(AWBC).  Join NAWBO as women business 
owners from across the U.S. and the world 
power their dreams through:

It all Started 35 Years ago 
in Washington DC

A Note from NAWBO Central Jersey 
President Jody Rorick

 I’m often asked what are the benefi ts of join-
ing NAWBO and so I think about it because, 
after all, although I’ve tried other groups but 
haven’t stayed with them, I have stayed with 
NAWBO since the time I started my business  
over 13 years ago. So, why is that? Well, my 
fi rst impression of NAWBO members at my 
fi rst dinner meeting was of a very welcom-
ing group, and they were women who were 
just like me. Not only that, they were gutsy 
and survivors. At our dinner meetings, we 
each stand up and give a 30 second eleva-
tor speech. This process quickly turns into a 
moving presentation rather than just a recital 
of the nature of our businesses, and that’s be-
cause we’ve all jumped through hoops and 
gotten beaten up, but have surfaced through it 
all with a smile and incredible energy and mo-
tivation to not just survive, but to thrive and 
succeed in a big way. By the time the dinner 
meeting ends, usually after a speaker gives us 
tools we can use, we’re reenergized to keep 
going and overcome more obstacles. You 
can’t measure the power that this gives us. So, 
aside from the benefi ts that we boast on our 
chapter’s website www.nawbocentraljersey.
org and on our national website , www.naw-
bo.org we have these intangible benefi ts that 
we get when we connect with each other. 
 We need the new and young members to 
keep us diversifi ed and growing, but the back-
bone of our group are the long-time members 
whose blood, sweat, and tears made us what 
we are today. I love to see them come out to 
our events.  Many of them are past presidents 
of this chapter and on the national level, too.  
I have the deepest respect for these veterans.  
They have really earned their stripes.  They 
are always a presence, always available for 
advice, but they let the new board fi nd its 
way. So, here’s another benefi t that isn’t on 
our website…we get to hone our leadership 
skills and master multi-tasking as we run this 
awesome not-for-profi t while running our 
businesses at the same time.
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 THE POWER OF ONE
You are one woman who makes a differ-

ence…in your business through your leader-
ship priorities, values, integrity and strategy.
 You are one business that makes a dif-
ference…in your community through your 
employees, fi nancial resources and policy 
support.
 You are one voice whose destiny is to 
make a difference…as part of NAWBO by 
standing together, partnering and collaborat-
ing with women business owners.  
We are emerging from one of the most 
challenging economies in business history, 
yet we are still standing as NAWBO’s 35 
years of women have stood before us. Don’t 
miss out on this opportunity to celebrate our 
heritage and re-invent or expand your busi-
ness through high-level education, tangible 
takeaways, and valuable connections—and 
ultimately discover how one woman, one 
business and one collective voice can and 
will make a difference… and build a legacy 
of success for others to follow.  
www.nawbo.org.

UPCOMING EVENTS
May 26, 2010, 6:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m., Panel Discussion – 
Free or Low Cost Services available to Small Business 
Owners, held at the Eastern Branch of the Monmouth 
county Library, 1001 Route 35, Shrewsbury, NJ 07702.  
Presenters include:

Madeline Herzlinger,  is Head of Reference at the Mon-
mouth County Library, Eastern Branch.

William E. Lang, Jr. is a Vice Chairperson of SCORE.   
Mr.  Lang is involved in the recruiting and training of 
SCORE volunteers, and the counseling of individuals 
looking to start, grow or expand their own business.

Lorraine Allen has served as the Regional Director for 
the College of New Jersey Small Business Development 
Center.  The Center counsels over 500 clients a year and 
trains over 2,254 business representatives annually with 
business and market  planning, procurement, fi nanc-
ing preparation, start up and most every small business 
concern.

Erich Peter is Director of Training & Technical Assis-
tance for UCEDC, a non-profi t economic development 
corporation,  dedicated to stimulating economic growth 
and creating an environment for progress in New Jersey.  
ECEDC has been serving the needs of the small business 
community in NJ for 30 years.

June 6-11, 2010, Washington, D.C. NAWBO Annual 
Women’s Business Conference 

June 24, 2010 NAWBO Central Jersey Chapter Dinner 
Meeting and Installation 6:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.     Spring 
Lake Manor, 415 Highway 71, Spring Lake

Program:  
Mental Health Association of NJ will present

Congratulations to the 2010-2011 members 
of the Board Executive Committee.

For more info and to register for any of the above programs go to:  www.nawbocentraljersey.org
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