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Looking Back in Order to Lift Someone Up

By Pauline Mancle 

Fear and uncertainty marked the beginning of this young woman's flight to freedom.  As the plane takes off,
wearing a "Dashiki", the only clothes she had and twenty dollars, Sarah Reed left her home in West Liberia
Africa.  A country filled with unrest internally as well as externally.  She left behind friends, a life of poverty
and loved ones.  That flight was the last plane to leave Africa for a long time but Sarah made it.  She promised
God and herself she would return one day and give back.

Despite her beginning in life through determination she overcame being in a foreign land, language barrier and
poverty to obtain a college degree in biblical studies.  She is the wife of twenty years to John and mother of
three.  They currently make their home in Manchester, NJ.

Sarah never forgot her promise.  Women of Purpose a 501(c) 3 non-profit  organization was birthed eight years
ago based on her desire to "give back".  Sarah serves as the executive director where she tirelessly gives of her
time, energy and life experiences to disadvantage women and children in the Ocean and Monmouth County. 
The organization offers such things as mentoring, counseling, literacy and acts as a local host site for the Angel
Food Ministries in Ocean County to name a few.

The mission of Women of Purpose is "Women Impacting Women".  I met Sarah many years ago during a rough
period in my life.  One thing I do know is that she has a heart of compassion for those who are hurting.  She
goes the extra mile to help someone.   I volunteer at the office and many calls have come through even more
now due to our economy and people are in great need.  Women are looking for extra food to stretch until the
end of the month, guidance and a shoulder to lean on. 

When you leave her presence you feel a burden has been lifted and you can take another step.   Sarah helps
people to look beyond what is temporary to see what is possible.  Her philosophy is only to look back in order
to lift someone up. She is an inspiration to all who come in contact with her. 

For more information about Sarah Reed and Women of Purpose visit www.womenofpurposeministries.net.

http://www.womenofpurposeministries.net/
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