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Ocean County Women Inducted into 
Women’s Hall of Fame

 
By Mary Frances Mack

Soroptimist International of Toms River and Ocean County College recently celebrated the induction of the
2009 Ocean County Women's Hall of Fame awardees at a reception held at the Quality Inn of Toms River.

Soroptimist International of Toms River, an organization dedicated to the support and advancement of women
and girls, in partnership with Ocean County College selected Marie DeNoia Aronshon of NJN Public
Television and Radio as this years Woman of Distinction, Bahiyyah Abdollah of the Girl Scouts of the Jersey
Shore, as our "Making a Difference for Women" recipient and Georgian Court University was recognized for
"Advancing the Status of Women"

Marie DeNoia Aronshon was unanimously named for induction into the Ocean CountyWomen's Hall of Fame
because of her many career accomplishments.  She has received two Emmy awards as well as four Emmy
nominations for her reporting  and producing.  Her experience in TV news includes both anchoring and
producing for MSNBC and reporting and writing for WCBS-TV in New York.  Her efforts to bring attention to
girl’s issues and self esteem through her documentary work have been praised by both media critics and
government officials.  Her support of programs for girls and women's issues continues to be a major part of her
community outreach.  Her award was presented by Charlotte Ford Spillane, past SI President, Retired Educator
and Chair of the Selection Committee.

Bahiyyah Abdollah recipient of The Making a Difference for Women Award has dedicated herself to the girls
and young women involved with the Girl Scouts of America.  From a self described "cookie mom" when her
daughter was a Brownie, Bahiyyah has devoted over twenty years to the projects and programs of the
organization.  Now as an Administrator for The Girls Scouts of the Jersey Shore she helps to guide and enrich
the lives of countless young girls and their families.  Bahiyahh was presented her award and inducted into the
Hall of Fame by Sue Sedevic, SI of Toms River 1st Vice President and CEO of Ocean County Big Brothers
Big Sisters.

The third inductee into the 2009 Women's Hall of Fame was an educational institution that certainly deserved
the Advancing the Status of Women Award.  Georgian County University has for many years been dedicated to
the success of women both personally and professionally.  Over the years the Georgian Court University
facility and programs have grown, along with its reputation for graduating scholarly women of the highest
caliber. These women excel in their careers and contribute to the greater good of their communities, state and
nation.  Award was presented by Vici Buczynski, SI member and liaison to Georgian Court University.

Early next year the official dedication of the Ocean County Women's Hall of Fame located in the Fine Arts
Building at Ocean County College will be held. The three new inductees along with all the previously named
women will be honored when each of their commemorative plaques will be unveiled at their permanent home
at Ocean County College.

For more information about Soroptimist International visit http://www.soroptimist.org. Email
sitomsriverarea@soroptimist.net or call 908-783 7925.
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