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Pueblo: Colorado's Best Kept Secret
Story and photos by Ron Stern

 
No longer just a stopping place off of Interstate 25 en-route to other locales, Pueblo is one of Colorado's
best-kept secret destinations that is finally coming into its own. With an abundance of sunshine, diverse
outdoor activities and small city friendly charm, this is one town that should be on everybody's map. 
 
Located in southern Colorado at the junction of the Arkansas River and Fountain Creek, Pueblo is actually
comprised of four towns: Bessemer, Central Pueblo, Pueblo, and South Pueblo. The Great Flood of 1921
destroyed roughly one third of Pueblo's downtown area along with many of the town's hopes and dreams.
Today, however, many are discovering this revitalized city that receives 300 days of sunshine per year, just
perfect for outdoor activities year-round.

Pueblo's early prosperity was due to its production of steel, giving way to one of its nicknames: the Steel City. Its other epithet that few outside of Pueblo
know about and that is acknowledged by the United States Congress is Home of the Heroes. This proud distinction was granted because it is the only city
that has been the home to four Medal of Honor recipients. Four bronze sculptures at Hero's Plaza stand silent guard and are a forever reminder of the
sacrifices made by these American champions of freedom. 
 
With 60 miles of shoreline, Pueblo State Park is the most visited park in Colorado. Visitors can boat, sail, water-ski, or fish in the lake or along the shore of
the Arkansas River below the dam. Other activities include mountain biking and hiking along miles of trails, all within site of the spectacular Wet
Mountain ranges as well as Pikes Peak.

The Union Avenue Historic District is a great place to shop, dine or explore Pueblo's past. This area has also been notably called the most historic one-mile
in the state with more than 37 buildings on the National Register of Historic Places. 
 
Located in the heart of Union Avenue is the Historic Arkansas Riverwalk. This is one of the most popular attractions in Pueblo and has breathed new life
into the community's revitalization efforts. Riverboats make regular cruises along the 26-acre waterfront. Opening in May, boat captains provide a lively
narration about the history of Pueblo as well as some of its colorful early settlers. 
 
Pueblo has other distinctions as well that include having one of only three zoos in the state. Sprawling over 25 acres, the Pueblo Zoo is the only place in
Colorado where you can see penguins swimming underwater. Golf lovers will appreciate the area's four golf courses, including the championship Walking
Stick, rated 4-stars by Golf Digest Magazine. 
 
Pueblo has a nice assortment of affordable restaurants and I enjoyed Angelo's along Union Avenue. Their spaghetti with marinara was seasoned just right
with fresh basil and was quite tasty. I also heard good things about a local family-owned Italian eatery called the Pass Key that has been making sausage
sandwiches for six generations. If you have a sweet tooth, stop by Taffy's along Abriendo Avenue. You will recognize it from their brightly lit red and blue
neon signs and long lines waiting to buy homemade candies, shakes and many other mouthwatering confections.

Just a couple of blocks from Taffy's is where I stayed for the night, a delightful bed and breakfast called the Abriendo Inn. This 102-year old Victorian
mansion was the original home of Martin Walter, who bought into a brewery named Walter's Brewery in 1895. He ended up raising eight children in the
house, which has had several incarnations over the years, including that of a nunnery and a law firm. 
 
Today, it is owned by Pamela Nelson and John Tan, brother of author Amy Tan, who wrote The Joy Luck Club. The inn has 10 individually decorated

rooms, 4 of which have whirlpool baths. The entire house is beautifully adorned with rich oak trim, inlaid wooden floors, plush furniture, and stained-glass
windows.
 

Both Pamela and John are generous and caring innkeepers who are concerned about the
comfort of their guests. Pam is a chef by profession and will even accommodate special
dietary needs of visitors. Breakfast each morning is a delight, and on the day I stayed, I was
served a sumptuous meal of fresh fruit, raspberry cream cheese French toast strata and
chicken mozzarella sausage. 
 
Like many cities at the turn of the century, Pueblo has had its share of challenges. Today,
however, it is regaining its former glory and is one Colorado town that shouldn't be a secret
any longer. 
 
Resources: www.pueblochamber.org www.abriendoinn.com

 For vacation and corporate travel
assistance, contact Judy Hathaway,
CMP at 732-842-7898 or visit
www.ambassadoreventstravel.com.

http://www.ambassadoreventstravel.com/
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 For corporate meetings, go to
www.meetingpro.com. 
 

http://www.meetingpro.com/

